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UiilTSD  3TAT3S  DEPAHT/ENT  OF  AOIICULTURE 
Production  and  Marketing  Adjninis  tration 
Food  Distribution  Programs  Branch 


MONTHL'l.  FOOD  SbVPLi  Hj£POHT  —  FEBRUARY  19U6 


The  food  supply  situation  in  early  February, as  revealed  by  the  monthly  sxirvey 
of  the  adequacy  of  food  supplies,  was  essentially  the  same  as  a  month  before 
except  for  a  few  products.    The  most  significant  changes  from  a  month  ago 
were  a  falling-off  of  supplies,  in  relation  to  civilian  demand,  for  evapo- 
rated milk,  margarine,  rice,  hamburger,  \'eal,  and  lamb,  and  an  increase  in 
supplies  of  eggs,    Eg^s  had  become  markedly  in  surplus.    Butter  remaiiis 
scarce  in  all  areas.    Large  demand  kept  supplies  of  many  foods  in  the 
generally  scarce  category-,  but  other  important  foods  continued  to  be  avail-  • 
able.     Butter,  bacon,  shortening,  cann.ed  saLmon  and  tuna,  and  soap  remain 
generally  scarce  in  all  regions. 


The  209  reports  as  summarised  in  this  analysis  are  based  on  infoiTnation 
gathered  by  field  representatives  during  the  first  week  of  February  at  meet- 
ings of  food  advisory  committees  and  by  direct  contacts  with  the  food  trade. 
The  reports  vrare  distribv.tsd  among  the  five  regions  as  follows:    Northeast  28, 
Midwest  60,  South  1;7,  Southwest  UO,  and  '.'[est  3U, 

The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.     Part  I  gij/"es  a 
narrative  summary  of  the  month's  developments.     Part  II  gives  percentage 
figures  for  each  region,  dividing  commodities  into  three  groups:  generally 
scarce,  generally  adequate,  and  unbalanced.     It  must  be  remembered  that  these 
percentages  are  based  on  the  nmber  of  areas  reporting  the  situation  rather 
than  on  quantitative  measures,     F\irthermore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal 
weight  in  computing  the  regional  and  U.  3,  totals.    Thus,  shortage  situations 
or  differences  among  regions  may  be  exaggerated.     Part  III  shows  the  food 
situation  in  30  selected  localities. 

The  tiiree  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined 
as  follows :  - 

Scarce:        Supply  is  less  than  three-quarters  of  current  demand. 

Adequate:    Supply  more  than  three-quarters  of  current  demand 
but  not  sufficiently  in  excess  of  such  demand  to 
cause  excessive  inventories. 

Surplus:      Able  to  obtain  supplies  in  quantities  greater  than 
demand.    Inventories  heavy  and  rapidly  becoming  ex- 
cessive in  vievf  of  current  level  of  demand. 


Part  I  -  ADEQUACY  OF  FOOE  SUPPLI3S 


Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  fruits;    Aside  fro:a  another  sligxht  decrease  in  the  small  mincer  of 
areas  v/itn  adequate  supplies  of  fruit  cocktail,  no  change  was  reported  during 
January  in  the  ability  of  the  food  trade  to  meet  demands  for  the  four  major 
canned  fruits.     Of  these  four  items,  peaches  continued  to  be  most  readily 
available  in  early  February,  being  in  adequate  supply  in  over  one-third  of 
the  nation's  areas,  while  supplies  of  pineapple  and  pears  rrere  generally  in —  j 
adequate  in  aLmost  all  areas. 

Canned  juices ;    All  citrus  juices  v/ere  generally  plentiful  in  early  Februarj'", 
and  there  v/as  a  continued  decrease  in  the  number  of  shortage  areas  and  an 
increase  in  that  of  surplus  areas.     The  latter  accounted  for  8  percent  of  the 
total  areas  reporting  on  grapefruit  juice,  5  percent  for  orange  j-uice,  and 
3  percent  for  blended  juices,     Pineapiole  juice  for  the  fjTst  time  was  re- 
ported in  short  supply  in  every  area  in  the  country,"".    Distribution  of  tomato 
juice  was  fairly  even  and  the  demand  for  this  commodity  vras  being  met  in 
nearly  all  areas,  '  - 

Canned'  vegetables :     Snap  beans,  corn,  and  peas  continued  in  adequate  supply 
•  in  most  areas.     Peas,  however,,  were  slightly  more  difficult  to  obtain  than 
in  early  Januar;.^,  and  no  surpluses  were  reported  an^n/vhere.     Comments  received 
from  the  field  indicate  top_  grades  are  particularly  scarce,     otocks  of 
tomatoes  remained  inadequate  to  meet  de.aand,  and  the  scarcity  appeared  to  be 
increasing  in  the.  Northeast  and  Midwest  regions  as  the  pack  year  draws  closer 
to  an  end,  _  ,     .  ' 

Frozen  foods;    All  frozen  fruits_  were  in  short  supply  in  early  February. 
Supplies  of  apricots  and  peaches  shovred  a  slight  ii.iprovement  from  the  previous 
month,  but  those  of  strawberries  showed  no  improvement,     Froi:en  vegetables, 
such  as  snap  beans,,  cut  corn,  peas,  and  spinach,  were  fairly  adequate,  vrith 
each  of  these  except  peas  registering  an  improvement  since  early  January, 
Lima  beans  continued  in  overall  short  supply,  being  sligi:tly  more  scarce 
than  in  January, 

Dried  foods :    Prunes  maintained  the  supply,'-  level  achieved  in  January""  and 
were  adequate  in  two-thirds  of  the  nation's  areas.     Raisins  were  less  difficult 
to  obtain  than  at  any  time  in  the  past  6  irionths.     Supplies  of  dry  beans  fell 
off  in  relation  to  deinand  and  were  particularly  short  in  the  Northeast  region. 

Fresh  f r^ods :    Oranges  continued,  seasonally  adequate  and  good  distribution 
was  being  maintained  at  present  prices,     Irish  potatoes  vTore  reported  in 
surplus  in  9  percent  of  the  areas  and  adequate  in  the  remainder.    A  sig- 
nificant increase  in  siirplus  areas  in  the  South  since  early  January  was 
balanced  by  a  decrease  in  the  Vlest,     In  tl.'e  case  of  cabbage,  there  were  more 
surplus  areas  in  the  Northeast  than  a  month  before,  but  elsewhere  supplies 
were  adequate. 
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Meats,  Dairy  Products,  Fats,  Sugar,  and  Other  Items 


Meats ;    Consumer  demand  for  most  meats  was  more  difficult  to  meet  in  early 
February  than  had  been  the  case  a  month  earlier.     For  no  type  of  fresh  meat 
was  demand  being  satisfied  in  much  over  two-fifths  of  the  reporting  areas. 
During  the  past  month  lamb,  veal,  and  beef  hamburger  registered  the  greatest 
decline  in  areas  with  adequate  supplies,  vd.th  a  shift  of  16  to  19  percent  to 
the  "scarce"  category  taking  place  in  the  case  of  these  items.    Despite  large 
production  of  pork,  the  recent  increase  in  areas  vd.th  adequate  supplies  of 
loin  chops  and  roasts  vras  checked  during  January'-,    Hov/ever,  there  was  a  very 
slight  improvement  in  the  supply  of  ham  and  shoulder,  both  fresh  and  cured. 
Salted  f'it  cuts  were  unchanged,  remaining  in  short  supply  in  over  one-half 
o^  all  areas,  but  at  the  same  time  6  out  of  206  areas  reporting  this  month 
on  this  item  considered  supplies  in  excess  of  demand.     Only  9  percent  of  all 
areas  reported  bacon  in  adequate  supply,  but  tiiis  is  the  highest  proportion 
reported'  in  a  nmber  of  months.    Surplus  reports  on  cold  cuts  such  as  bologna 
and  salami  were  less  frequent  than  in  early  January,  but  this  item  continued 
generally  adequate,    A  sligiit  improvement  was  apparent  in  the  case  of  canned 
meats  lAiiich  have  been  in  short  supply  for  a  long  period. 

Fish:    Hardly  any  change  was  registered  in  the  availability  of  fresh  and 
frozen  fish.    Two-thirds  of  tho-  areas  reported  supplies  were  sufficient  to 
fill  demands.    Canned  fish  continued  in  very  tight  supply,  viith  tuna  and 
sardines  oven  more  scarce  than  in  early  January, 

Dairy  products;    The  current  butter  shortage,  caused  by  seasonally  low  pro- 
duction  and  diversion  of  butterfat  to  other  dairy  products,  was  reflected 
in  a  further  falling-off  in  the  number  of  areas  v/ith  adequate  supplies. 
Outside  of  the  Mid'.Yest,  alnost  no  areas  could  meet  consumer  demand,  and  in 
that  heav;^'"-producing  region  only  one-third  of  the  areas  reported  doing  so, 
Cheesus  v/ere  slightly  more  scarce  in  all  parts  of  tne  country,    A  marked  drop 
in  evaporated  milk  supplies  was  registered  in  all  regions  except  the  Midwestj 
nationally  58  percent  of  areas  reported  "adequate"  supplies  in  early  February 
as  against  83  percent  a  month  before,  ■  . 

Fats  and  oils;    The  increase  in  -unsatisfied  demand  for  butter  caused  a  heavy 
demand  for  raargarine,  so  that  the  proportion  of  areas  mth  adequate  supplies 
of  -margarine  dropped  from  62  to  39  percent  during  January,    Lard  supplies  vrere 
slightly  larger  ii'..  relation  to  demand  than  in  any  recent  month  but  were  still 
in  overall  short  supply.     Stocks  of  shortening  and  salad  oils  were  reported 
as  scarce  in  practically  all  areas  in  the  country.     Soaps  other  than  toilet 
continued  in  very  tight  supply  and  were  even  slightly  scarcer  in  most  sections 
than  in  early  January, 

Sugar;    No  significant  change  occurred  in  the  adequacy  of  the  supply  of 
sugar,  except  that  in  the  South  the  proportion  of  adequately-stocked  areas 
increased  from  71  to  85  percent  of  those  reporting.    The  Northeast  continued 
to  feel  the  pinch  of  short  supplies  and  less  than  a  third  of  the  areas  in 
this  region  were  meeting  rationed  demand, 

0"bher  items ;    The  proportion  of  areas  reporting  a  scarcity  of  eggs  declined 
from  29  percent  in  January  to  2  percent  in  February  while  the  proportion 
reporting  a  siurplus  increased  from  k  to  2k  percent.    The  current  surplus  was 
most  marked  in  the  Northeast  and  South.    Chicken  was  in  surplus  in  11  percent 
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of  the  areas  as  against  '7 ■■p^r^^'it..ixL  d^rraary^  Northeast  arid  South 

again  leading  in  the  proportion  of  such  reports. 

Rice  supplies  had  dropped  back  to  the  November  level  after  an  imprcvenent  in 
December,  and  as  of  early  Febnoary  v;ere  ins-af  ficient  to  neet  demand  in 
three-fifths  of  all  areas,  ■  ■ 


PART  n  -  NA^lOi^AL  AND' 

REGiOMAL  SITt 

lATION  .EY 

COIvMODITiES 

FOODS  m\T.  ARE  GEIISRALLY  SCMCE  (A) 

reported 

scarce  by  at  least  one- 

third 

of  the  areas  in  all  five  regions. 

National  figures  are 

based  o 

n  ohe  actual 

;  number. of  areas  .reporting,  and  are' 

not 

averages- 

of  the  r 

'••■igional 

percentages* 

Percent ■ Re 

iportir  g 

Scarce 

Supplies 

U.S. 

N.E, 

S, 

s.w. 

ri  LU-X/b  anc  vcgeT/a,Dxes 

n r o Ti ■  ri  •  I't  1  i  "h.  rrK^^'  hrn  l 

uu 

93 

0? 

yo 

72 

82 

•>  ■   Canned  peaches 

■  6Ii 

•  ■    •  96 

Z}\y 

72 

65 

la 

Canned  pears 

95 

100 

100- 

98 

95- 

76 

Canned  pineapple 

99 

100 

100 

100 

98 

100 

Canned  pineapple  juice  *■ 

100 

100 

100 

100  . 

100 

100 

Cannpd  trornatops 

71 

96 

65 

66 

63 

7U 

Frozen  apricots 

63 

75- 

67 

61 

52 

61 

.Frozen  peaches 

58 

71 

60 

52  •• 

■63 

hi 

•    Frozen  strawberries 

95 

100 

■  95 

:  89 

95 

100 

Frozen  beans,  lima 

69 

61; 

72' 

70 

c5 

68 

•  Raisins 

52 

68 

35 

U9.  . 

58 

^  Q 

00 

Dry  beans' 

76 

96 

.  63 

81 

70 

Ik 

MtJcl  I/O  ^     U-ct  J_l  V    px  UU.UC       ^     cix  iU.    X  ci  Uo 

86 

70- 

87  ■ 

.35 

62 

Pork:  loin,  chops,  and  roasts 

58 

79 

61 

■  62 

U2 

U7 

ham  and  sliotilder,  fresh 

66 

-  75 

68 

62 

63 

65 

ham  and  shoulder,  cured 

86 

89 

82 

81 

85 

-  97 

salted*"fat  cuts 

55 

■  5U 

36 

55 

73 

bacon 

91 

■  86 

91 

rq 
oy 

90 

100 

Canned  salmon 

96 

100 

98 

yO 

100 

82 

Canned  tuna 

9ii 

100 

92 

91 

97 

91 

Canned  sardines 

92 

89 

95 

•  91 

87 

91; 

Butter 

90 

100 

68 

100 

95 

100 

Cheese  (all  types) 

8U 

93 

86 

79 

76 

88 

Margarine 

61 

89 

■ho 

h9 

.  55 

97 

Lard 

66 

$0 

$0 

85 

Shortening               ...  ■ 

98 

100 

97 

9h 

100 

100 

Salad  oils 

96 

100 

93 

92 

100 

97 

Soap:  bar  laundry 

99 

100 

100 

100 

98 

IX 

flakes  and  granules 

98 

96 

97 

100 

100 

97 

washing  powder 

93 

96 

92 

.  96 

90 

91 

lAis  ccllaneous 

Rice 

59 

75 

50 

57 

67 

56 
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FOODS  THAT  ARE  GEtffiRALLY  ADEQUATE  (B)  —  reported  in  adequate  or  surplus 
supply  by  more  than  two-thirds  of  tho  areas  in  all  five  regions.  Per- 
centages starred  include  10  percent  or  jnore  "surplus"  reports,  National 
figures  are  based  on  the  actual  number  of  areas  reporting,  and  are  not 
averages  of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Aderjuate  or  Siurplus  Supplies 


U,S, 

iJ.E.  1 

1,  .if. 

s. 

.  S.'.'f. 

w. 

Fruits  a)id  vegetables 

Grapefruit  jidce 

99 

100 

97 

100 

lOO-;*- 

97 

Orange  juice 

93 

100 

96 

96 

100-;^ 

97 

Orange-grapefruit  juice 

97 

100 

97 

9\x 

100-)t 

97 

Canned  beans,  green  and  vax 

93 

89 

100 

100 

95 

71 

Canned  com 

87 

86 

98 

81 

80 

85 

Canned  peas 

93 

82 

98 

92 

90 

97 

Tonate  juice 

9h 

89 

97 

9)i 

-  92 

9U 

Frozen  beans,  snap 

77 

75 

79 

7U 

81 

71 

Frozen  spinach 

86 

93 

85 

81 

87 

6U 

Oranges,  fresh 

99 

96 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Potatoes,  Irish 

100 

100^^ 

100-:;- 

lOU-ft- 

100 

100 

Cabbage 

100 

100-)(- 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Meats 

Gold  cuts,  bologna,  etc* 

91 

89 

96 

89  • 

99-^ 

82 

Chicken 

96'^ 

100-x- 

98 

91-)^ 

100 

91- 

Miscellaneous 

Eggs,  sheU. 

98--f 

100-;;- 

loa)^ 

9U-"-  \ 

100-;><- 

9U- 

FOODS  THAT  ARE  TJNBALMJCED  (U) 

—  reported  adequate  or 

surplus  in 

more  than 

two-thirds  of  the  areas  in  one  to  four  rogions,  scarce  in  other  regions. 
National  figures  are  basjd  on  the  actual  nuraber  of  areas  reporting,  and  are 
not  averages  of  the  regional  percentages. 


Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 


U.S. 

N,E. 

S. 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Frozen  corn,  cut 

68 

61 

8U 

Ii9 

6? 

71 

Frozen  peas 

67 

U6 

69 

60 

-  -73 

8U 

Dried  prunes 

68 

39 

70 

70 

88 

62 

Meat  and  dairy  products 

Beef:  steak 

U3 

21 

37 

23 

62 

7U 

roast 

U5 

21 

37 

23 

68 

79 

hamburger 

U9 

36 

39 

26 

72 

82 

Lambisteaks,  chops,  ^  roast 

hi 

21 

li2 

19 

75 

53 

Canned  meats 

51 

57 

71 

32 

50 

38 

Fish,  fresh  k.  frozen 
Evaporated  milk 

68 

57 

91 

67 

li9 

61 

53 

57 

90 

3U 

38 

59 

Miscellaneous 

Sugar 

80 

29 

90 

85 

85 

91 
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